Chester W. Spellman
Chester W. Spellman was appointed by the White House to serve
as the Director of AmeriCorps at the Corporation for National and
Community Service (CNCS) on August 1, 2017. CNCS, the federal
agency for volunteering, service, and civic engagement, engages
millions of Americans in result-driven citizen service through
AmeriCorps and Senior Corps.
Chester leads AmeriCorps State and National and its network of
Governor-appointed State Service Commissions and national
nonprofits, which engage 70,000 Americans annually across the
nation to solve local problems, expand economic opportunity,
strengthen the nonprofit sector, and provide workforce skills and
educational opportunities for those who serve.
Chester has more than 15 years of experience in the nonprofit sector, including serving at several faithbased organizations. He believes that there is no greater calling than serving others and has devoted his
career to nonprofit and public service.
Chester previously served as the Chief Executive Officer of Volunteer Florida from April 2012 to August
2017. At Volunteer Florida he administered more than $32 million annually in federal, state, and local
funds supporting AmeriCorps and statewide volunteer programs to meet critical needs in Florida’s
communities. Chester also led statewide coordination for volunteers and donations before, during, and
after disasters in partnership with the Florida Division of Emergency Management. Additionally, he
served as the Executive Director of the Volunteer Florida Foundation, a nonprofit charity that serves as a
direct support organization to Volunteer Florida. In recognition of his leadership at Volunteer Florida,
Chester was elected by his peers nationwide to serve as Chair of America’s Service Commissions in
September 2016.
Chester earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from Southeastern University in Lakeland, Florida, and a
Master of Arts in organizational leadership from Regent University in Virginia Beach, Virginia. In 2016,
Chester was recognized as the Young Floridian of the Year by the Bob Graham Center for Public Service
at the University of Florida with its Young Floridian Award.
Chester and his wife, Amanda, reside in Arlington, Virginia, with their three children, William, Graham,
and Rosalia.
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